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REPLACEMENT NAMES FOR TWO ORB-WEAVING SPIDERS 
(ARANEAE, ARANEIDAE, ARANEUS) 
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ABSTRACT. The name Araneus beebei Levi 1941 is replaced by Araneus aragua. Araneus raui Levi 1973 is 
replaced by Araneus Missouri. The species Araneus phrygiatus (Walckenaer 1842) is not recognizable based on 
the original description and considered a nomen dubium. 
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Recent catalogs of spider species names (e.g., 
Platnick 2007) have made me aware of errors in 
my naming of two species. Araneus raui Levi 
1973 is preoccupied by A. raui (Strand 1907) for 
a species from Cameroon and Araneus beebei 
Levi 1991 was previously used by Petrunkevitch 
1914 for a species from Borneo. Replacement 
names are needed: 

Araneus raui Levi 1973 [junior secondary 
homonym of A. raui (Strand 1907)], from 
Missouri, USA = Araneus missouri NEW 
NAME 

Araneus beebei Levi 1991 (junior primary 
homonym of Araneus beebei Petrunkevitch 
1914), from Aragua State, Venezuela = 
Araneus aragua NEW NAME 

Both new names are nouns in apposition 
after localities. 

Platnick (2007) also made me aware of the 
omission of Araneus phrygiatus (Walckenaer 
1842) from my revisions of American araneid 
spiders. The species was cited by Chamberlin 
& Ivie (1944), with an illustration from 
a manuscript by Abbot (1792) to which 
Walckenaer (1842) gave names. Unfortunately 
I found A . phrygiatus to be unrecognizable 
based on the original description. It was 
described from Georgia, United States, and is 
5 lines (ca. 12 mm) long. The illustration 
shows an anterior median longitudinal black 
mark on the abdomen and a broken median 
longitudinal black line, marks not common in 
araneids and especially not in species of this 
size. 

Epeira phrygiata Walckenaer 1842, is there¬ 
fore considered a nomen dubium. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

The late P. Brignoli and N. Platnick’s excellent 

World Spider Catalog made me aware of errors. 

Allen Brady photographed the plates of the 
Abbot manuscript in 1963. Also I am obliged to 

Laura Leibensperger who corrected my writing. 

LITERATURE CITED 

Abbot, J.T. 1792. Spiders of Georgia. Unpublished 
manuscript in the Library of the British Natural 
History Museum, London. 116 pp. 

Chamberlin, R.V. & W. Ivie. 1944. Spiders of the 
Georgia region of North America. Bulletin of the 
University of Utah, Biological Series 35:1-267. 

Levi, H.W. 1973. Small orb-weavers of the genus 
Araneus north of Mexico (Araneae: Araneidae). 
Bulletin of the Museum of Comparative Zoology 
145:473-552. 

Levi, H.W. 1991. The Neotropical and Mexican 
species of the orb-weaver genera Araneus , Dubie- 
peira and Aculepeira (Araneae: Araneidae). Bulle¬ 
tin of the Museum of Comparative Zoology 
152:167-315. 

Mello-Leitao, C.F.de. 1945. Aranas de Misiones, 
Corrientes y Entre Rios. Revista del Museo de La 
Plata (Nueva Serie) Zoologia 4:213-302. 

Petrunkevitch, A. 1914. Spiders collected by Mr. C. 
William Beebe in Burma and Borneo. Annals of 
the Entomological Society of America 7:169-176. 

Platnick, N.I. 2007. The World Spider Catalog, 
Version 7.5. American Museum of Natural 
History, New York. Online at: http://research. 
amnh. org/en tomology/spiders/catalog/index. html. 

Strand, E. 1907. Einige Spinnen aus Kamerun, Java 
und Australien. Jahrbiicher des Nassauischen 
Vereins fur Naturkunde, Wiesbaden 60:177-219. 
[Not seen]. 

Walckenaer, C.A. 1842. Histoire naturelle des 
Insects. Apteres. Vol. 2:1-549, Librairie Encyclo- 
pedique de Roret, Paris. 

Manuscript received 21 January 2007, revised 5 April 
2007. 


561 


